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1. Egypt's future agricultural prospects are d -. Although the delta area,
which comprises at least holf of the nation's six to six and one-half million
acres, 1s onc of the world's richest agricultural regiono - with consistent
triple-cropping - a number of past and present problems are combining to
presont apparently insoluble difficulties. These difficulties nay be
considared under the rollowingihaadinsa: expansion of acrsage, maintenance
9;2 present agricultural land &!‘ld pressures of populaticn.

2. As %o expansion of acreage, 1ti1n estimated that perhaps as many as
one and one-half million additional acres might be brought under cultivation
in Egypt. However, little, If lany, of this expansion could be acocuplished
by pushing out from tho present borders of tilled land (grnorally, the bdroad
delta lands betwesn Galro and the Rosetta and Damiotta mouths of the Nile
<0 the nortnsast and northwom;,l and the narrow river valley stretching south
from Cairo some 4OO milcs to the Aswan dam). Instead, plass £or new BOrouge
exvision elaborate irrigation pjro‘ject in the now~dwzert land botween Cairo
and Alexendria and similar projects along the line of the grnat ocases to the
w‘wt. While 1t 18 evident that any expansion is dosiradbles, it mast also be
~onaidered that the maximum incresse would be little more than 15 percent,
that the cost of much expansion 1s nearly prouibitive and, finally, that
the inflexidle nature of Egypt's poasant mase 13 such as to make resettlemant
of farmers on such aut—of-tha-why lands nearly impounible. Egypt'c preseat
regime, admirable as 1t is for the uprooting of ancient vice and corruption,

"id military in its thinking a.no.l therefore believes that orders ars to be
obeyed; the Bgyptian pcunanty, | however, falles to shars this view. If the
military plarmers attempt resatilement by fiat, thers will be un inevitubdble
collision with peasant stubbormness.
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3. This peasant inflexibility lies in part at the 'pa.se of the second difficulty,
adequate maintenance of present agricultural lende in the delta. Geologically,
this zone 1s presumed to be a former shallow bisin of the Mediterranean ‘“ich

" hes been silted=up by the Nile floods. Whaizver its history, this soil s
heavy with sodiur and 1ts increasing alkalinity is forcing potentially rich

i land out of production eack year. Despite this 5 Egypt's "traditional”

., Pertilizer is Chilean sodium nitrate, the use of which merely accentuates

the problem. Yet the introduction of other fertilizers and parallel

efforts to £ight alkalinity are successfully resisted by the peasants,

vhose experience has taught them that Chilean fortilizer means green cropo.
i . i

L, With regard to maintenance, the new regime's pclicy of land Aistridution
(which is simed at breaking up the large delte cstates and limits
individual lend ownership ‘to no more than 200 acres) muat de critiocized
from the viewpoint of agricultural efficlancy. The greater number of the
large.dr*ta landholdings wore "model farma" ix the UB sense: mechanized,
efficiont, well-maintained agricultural enterprises, often embracing
10 thousand acres. While no one can ¢sny the political advantages in the
Govermment'. action to break up these holdings. thers is nonetheless a
"break-aven" ppint, below which mechanization is no Longer economically

25X1X  practicel. NN this “break-even” point would be roughly
one taousand acres:.certainly the present mexcimum- of 200 acres is tao small.
Bfficioncy,. and tharefors production, will Znevitebly suffeir.

culty - and one which makes the pi'eceding ones fade in
couparison = 18 Egypt's rapidly expanding populeticon. The nation holds
some 22 million pecple today, as compared with something around oix million
three gonerations ago. Yot Egypt's agricultural potential 1s best suited
.to isupport a population of no more thanm eight million. This Phenomiaally
ropid:expansion 16 -usually attributed to medical  advances, although today
such publioc-heplth indices as the incidence:of trachoma and the percontage
of ‘blind 1in the Populetion are shocking to o Westezner. Whataver the cause,
the insviteble cure that uomes to the Western mind - birth control - 1a
spparaently unthinkable for the Moslem. . Yot the 2act remains that achievement
of tha goals of agricultural expansion and increassd production, even 1if
possible, is merely a palliative when viewed in ihe light of a mounting
pop}zlation burden. : )

i ) . ~ end - 5

| LIDRARY SUBJECT & ARSA CODES
TR/ NP
vase |

®//

U.S. OFFICIALS ONLY
CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFORMATTON

Ry 2 |

R Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500220014-9




